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be persuaded that he would not have desired to bring it to light in
case of its prejudicing my reputation, and that he was renderiifg fo
me the service of a friend. And yet there would have been &o
danger of its not being read by a sufficient number of persons; for
if he had only been able to persuade the friends of your Society, in
your College of Paris, as he hoped to do, this their opinion would
have easily passed on to all the other members of your Society who
are scattered over the world; and from them it would have passed
to almost all other men, who had placed their trust in the authority
of your Society. And if that had happened, I should not have been
much surprised, for since each of you is incessantly occupied with his
own particular studies, it is impossible that all can examine all the
new books which are every day in great numbers published; I fancy
however that you would refer a book to the judgment of whoever
of your Society was the first to read it, and follow his judgment in
deciding whether the others would read the work, or abstain from so
doing. It seems to me that this has already been proved in respect
of the Treatise which I published on Meteors; for seeing it treats of
a section of philosophy which is therein explained more accurately,
if I am not mistaken, and more probably, than it is by any of the
authors who have written upon it before me, I do not see that
there is any reason why these philosophers who year by year teach
Meteors in your College, should not deal with it, if it be not that
possibly by believing the wrongful judgments made upon me by the
Eeverend Father, they have never read it.

But as long as he never did anything but attack those writings
of mine which deal with physics or mathematics, I did not concern
myself greatly. But seeing that in this Dissertation he under-
took to destroy, not by reasoning, but by abuse, the principles
of Metaphysics of which I availed myself in demonstrating the
existence of God and the real distinction between the soul of man
and the body, I judged the knowledge of these truths to be so
important, that I believed no sensible man could object if I under-
took to defend what I have written with all my strength. And it
will not be difficult to accomplish this, for, since he has not objected
to anything in me but that I carried doubt much too far, it is not
necessary in order to show how unjust he is in blaming me for this,
that I should here mention all the places in my Meditations in
which I have diligently, and, if I mistake not, more accurately than
any other who has written on the subject, successfully refuted that
doubt; but it is sufficient that I should here make known to you